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NEW YORK BLOOD CENTER ANNOUNCES BLOOD EMERGENCY WITH NEW MEDIA CAMPAIGN
TO HELP INCREASE DONATIONS

100,000 blood donors have not returned to donate and NYBC is asking New Yorkers to step up
Examples of the campaign’s advertisements are available here.

NEW YORK — Today New York Blood Center announced a blood emergency, with a 3 day blood
supply. The long term impact of the pandemic has resulted in a year of virtually no youth first-
time donors, 3000 fewer blood drives and 100,000 New Yorkers that have yet to return to
donate since before the pandemic. Complicating matters, recently there has been a surge in
blood usage as hospitals perform surgeries and patients seek medical care that was postponed
during the pandemic. The increased need and lag in donors has created a chronic gap in blood
donations.

“As the region reopens, hospitalizations are going up and far outpacing the number of
donations we are receiving,” said Andrea Cefarelli, Senior Executive Director Recruitment and
Marketing. “Through our new media campaign, we must raise awareness and encourage
lapsed donors who have not donated since before COVID-19 to return and to attract the next
generation of blood donors to help us build a healthy blood supply.”

In partnership with advertising agency Markham Yard, NYBC’s new campaign spans radio,
cable, social media and more. Through humor and compelling narrative, the campaign is being
launched to show a new generation of potential donors not only how important it is to
regularly donate blood, but also how easy it can be.

With this campaign, NYBC is hoping a bit of humor will help tackle preconceived notions
around donating blood and send the message that donating blood is easy. With funny and
relatable advertisements that list “things that hurt more than giving blood”, NYBC is using the
campaign to demonstrate to New Yorkers that giving blood is simpler and less painful than life’s
awkward moments.

Donating blood is safe and it only takes one hour. We are taking extra precautions to help
prevent the person-to-person spread of COVID-19. NYBC staff are also practicing health self-
assessments prior to presenting at work. As always, people are not eligible to donate if they’re
experiencing a cold, sore throat, respiratory infection or flu-like symptoms. Additional
information on donor eligibility and COVID-19 precautions is available here.
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https://www.nybc.org/donate-blood/things-hurt-more-giving-blood/
https://nybc.org/donate-blood/covid-19-and-blood-donation-copy/

Donors can schedule appointments by calling 1-800-933-2566 or visiting www.nybc.org.
Hu#

About New York Blood Center: Founded in 1964, New York Blood Center (NYBC) is a nonprofit
organization that is one of the largest independent, community-based blood centers in the
world. NYBC, along with its operating divisions Community Blood Center of Kansas City,
Missouri (CBC), Innovative Blood Resources (IBR), Blood Bank of Delmarva (BBD), and Rhode
Island Blood Center (RIBC), collect approximately 4,000 units of blood products each day and
serve local communities of more than 75 million people in the Tri-State area (NY, NJ, CT), Mid
Atlantic area (PA, DE, MD, VA), Missouri and Kansas, Minnesota, Nebraska, Rhode Island, and
Southern New England. NYBC and its operating divisions also provide a wide array of
transfusion-related medical services to over 500 hospitals nationally, including Comprehensive
Cell Solutions, the National Center for Blood Group Genomics, the National Cord Blood
Program, and the Lindsley F. Kimball Research Institute, which — among other milestones —
developed a practical screening method for hepatitis B as well as a safe, effective and
affordable vaccine, and a patented solvent detergent plasma process innovating blood-
purification technology worldwide.
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