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Dear Student,

Welcome to AP English!  Your selection of this course indicates your interest in a challenging, advanced level of English.  Because of this, you are being asked to do three assignments over the summer.  Please keep the following in mind:

· These assignments will count approximately 10% towards your first quarter grade and will be used in class during the first few weeks of school.  

· Work is due on the first day of class (September 8) Late assignments will be collected until Thursday, September 11th , with a 5 point per day penalty.  Students who do not submit it by Friday will receive a zero.   

· Students who enroll in this class late will have 2 weeks to submit all assignments.

· Please choose books that are not part of our curriculum for the independent reading assignment.

In spite of these assignments, I hope you have an enjoyable summer and that you come to class in September with motivation and enthusiasm.  I look forward to meeting and working with you.

Sincerely,
Ms. Leblond


Assignments should be typed or neatly hand written.  Please use blue or black ink.    

Assignment #1
Independent Reading Assignment

Write a critique of approximately two pages where you analyze either favorably or unfavorably a novel of your choice.  Do not choose Jude the Obscure, a work that you read for English class in previous years, or a work from our class list.  Avoid plot summary.  Instead, show your ability to analyze such stylistic devices as tone, structure, diction, syntax, point of view, theme, etc.  Proofread, and write concisely and clearly.  You are determining whether or not the novel is successful, and why/why not.  Bring a copy of this essay to class on the first day and, if possible, provide a copy of your paper on a disk.  Please choose a novel that has substance and write from your own ideas. You will not need to do any research for this assignment.
Assignment #2

Read Jude the Obscure. While doing a close reading of the novel, be aware of themes, characterization, structure, diction, imagery, and point of view.  Also, be prepared to discuss how it could be considered a bildungsroman.  During your reading, you will note and respond to ten quotations from the novel that you find especially important.  Write the quotes you have chosen on the left side of your paper and on the right side reflect perceptively on the deeper significance of each quote.  Ponder, question, and respond.  Bring this assignment with you to class on the first day, and be ready to discuss the novel. 
Assignment #3

Journal Assignment

Choose a current controversial issue that interests you and follow it closely.  Write three journal entries identifying key issues and explaining your position on this topic.  Do not simply summarize the controversy; instead use these journals as an opportunity to explore the complexities of the issue.  Try to follow this issue over a period of time and date each entry.  

TITLES TAUGHT AT SACHEM NORTH HS 
DO NOT CHOOSE FOR SUMMER READING

This is a list of titles that may be assigned in 11th grade English.  These books cannot be used for the independent reading assignment.  
The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger

The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald

Their Eyes Were Watching God by Zora Neal Hurston

The Sun Also Rises by Ernest Hemingway

Night by Elie Wiesel

Candide  by Voltaire
A Small Place by Jamaica Kincaid
The Things They Carried by Tim O’Brien

As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner

Macbeth by William Shakespeare

Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller

*Note: The independent reading project is designed so that you can choose something new to read.  Do not read something that is taught as part of the curriculum or reread a book that you have already enjoyed.  
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