12AP Literature & Composition                                                                                    Mr. Klein
Summer Reading Assignment – Moby-Dick
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Welcome to your senior-year, summer-reading challenge. For this project you will read the novel Moby-Dick by Herman Melville. Set in Melville’s own mid-nineteenth century America, the novel acquaints us with Ishmael, Queequeg, and Ahab, and tells of their adventures aboard the Pequod in search of the White Whale. The novel uses a variety of narrative techniques to explore an assortment of complex themes including the concepts of social status and good and evil. 
For this assignment you will accomplish three tasks, the first of which will be to read the novel. Yes, the novel is expansive (no one said it was going to be easy). I suggest a reading schedule. Some chapters are very short – as little as one page, while others are seemingly endless; some are plot driven, others are both pedantic and didactic. There are 135 chapters and you have eight weeks. Plan it so you do not overwhelm yourself. 
As you read you will complete task two by answering the questions in the study guides provided. Answers are to be hand-written and may be written on separate sheets of paper, as long as all the questions are completed. These study guides will count as your first two homework grades for the course. In addition, you will be permitted to use these study guides on the twenty-question comprehension test you will take in the first week of school.  

For your third task you will write a response paper. Response papers will be a common occurrence in our class. Choose ONE of the following to write your response: a) Chapter analysis, b) Character analysis, or c) Language analysis. Typed response papers are to be one page (appx. 300 words using 12pt, Times New Roman font). 
For chapter responses: briefly summarize the chapter; perform a close reading, what seems to be Melville’s purpose in your chapter. (Chapters to consider – 1, 3, 9, 14, 24, 32, 42, 72, 89, 99,132.)
For character responses: describe his physical characteristics as well as how he is perceived by other members of the crew. Use examples from three or more chapters.
For language responses: compare two or more chapters and identify rhetorical styles. Take note if Melville is using narrative or if he’s being didactic. What about tone? 
DUE DATES: your study guides will be due the first week of school. You will be able to use them on the test you’ll take in the first week, so don’t forget them. They will be checked that week. 

Response papers: your response papers should be emailed to me – mklein@sachem.edu between  24 August and 28 August. Papers emailed later than 28 August will be marked as late.
For further information and updates please visit my website: worldofmisterklein.googlepages.com (please note: do not put “www” in front of the URL. You will not get to the site.)

Enjoy your summer; I look forward to being part of your final and most rewarding year of high school.
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