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The Sachem Board of Education welcomes the input of
residents in the school district and encourages residents
to attend Board of Education meetings.  Information
pertaining to Board meetings may be obtained by
contacting the District Clerk, visiting the Sachem web
page (www.sachem.edu), or calling 471-1300.

During the school year, the Board of Education meets
regularly on the third Wednesday of each month at 8
p.m. at Samoset Middle School, unless otherwise
designated in your calendar.  All meetings are open to
the public and accessible to the handicapped.  A period
of time is scheduled at each regular monthly meeting to
give residents an opportunity to express any concerns
to the Board.

The members of the Board of Education are residents of
the district who have been elected by voters and serve
without pay. The Board delegates the day-to-day
administration of the schools to the Superintendent of
Schools who works with building principals and district
personnel to carry out the policies and procedures
established by the Board of Education.
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The Sachem Calendar/Directory is published as a guide for
students and residents.  This publication highlights some of
the activities planned for the school year.  Due to space
limitations, the calendar does not list all the activities and
events that will be held.  During the school year, various
district and school publications provide information on
activities, events and games.

The Board of Education reserves the right to adjust the
calendar to compensate for emergency closings and/or
requirements with which the district must comply.
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To learn more about events 
taking place in our schools, 

please log on to the district website:

www.sachem.edu
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District Directory
WALTER C. DUNHAM ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES
245 Union Avenue, Holbrook, NY 11741-1890
GENERAL INFORMATION:  471-1300 • FAX:  471-1318
INTERNET HOME PAGE:  www.sachem.edu

Sachem 24-hour Hotline ........................................................................................................................................................................................467-8729
Security (24 hours a day) ......................................................................................................................................................................................467-8729
WeTiP (Anonymous toll-free crime hotline)  
A hotline for students, staff and residents who have information about a crime and 
want to report it to authorities without having to reveal their identity ............................................................................................................(800) 78-CRIME

General Information Operator ......................................................................................................................................................................471-1300

Charles J. Murphy, Ed.D., Superintendent of Schools
cmurphy@sachem.edu ....................................................................................................................................................................................471-1336

ASSISTANT SUPERINTENDENTS
Jill M. Gierasch, Assistant Superintendent for Elementary Curriculum & Instruction, Staff Development 

& Assessment...jgierasch@sachem.edu ............................................................................................................................................................ 471-1345
Gail A. Grenzig, Assistant Superintendent for Personnel...ggrenzig@sachem.edu ................................................................................................471-1309
Jill M. Karp, Assistant Superintendent for Instructional Support &

Programming...jkarp@sachem.edu ..................................................................................................................................................................471-1344
Paul A. Kopp, Assistant Superintendent for Secondary Curriculum & Instruction...pkopp@sachem.edu ................................................................ 471-1350
Bruce H. Singer, Assistant Superintendent for Business…bsinger@sachem.edu ..................................................................................................471-1321

DISTRICTWIDE SERVICES
Accounting ............................................................................................................................................................................................................471-1316
Administrative Assistant for Guidance ....................................................................................................................................................................471-1706
Administrative Assistant for Instructional Technology ..............................................................................................................................................471-1725
Administrative Assistant for Music and Fine Arts......................................................................................................................................................471-1464
Athletics/Physical Education/Health ......................................................................................................................................................................471-1335
Bids/Purchasing ....................................................................................................................................................................................................471-1330
Board of Education/District Clerk ..........................................................................................................................................................................471-1331
Breakfast/Lunch Program......................................................................................................................................................................................471-1353
Buildings & Field Usage ........................................................................................................................................................................................471-5333
Business Administration ........................................................................................................................................................................................471-1321
Central Registration ..............................................................................................................................................................................................471-7861
Child Care/Before-School & After-School ................................................................................................................................................................471-8942
Community Education ............................................................................................................................................................................................471-1411
Information Systems..............................................................................................................................................................................................471-1358
Facilities & Grounds ..............................................................................................................................................................................................471-1370
Federal Funds/Home Instruction ............................................................................................................................................................................471-1348
Guidance Grades 9-12 North..................................................................................................................................................................................471-1435
Guidance Grades 9-12 East .................................................................................................................................................................................. 716-8290
Payroll ..................................................................................................................................................................................................................471-1324
Personnel/Custodial/Clerical ................................................................................................................................................................................471-1310
Personnel/Teacher ................................................................................................................................................................................................471-1309
Safety Compliance ................................................................................................................................................................................................471-1370
Student Services ....................................................................................................................................................................................................471-1890
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School Hours
Elementary Schools - Grades K-5
School School Hours
Cayuga 9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Chippewa 9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Gatelot 9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Grundy 9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Hiawatha 9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Lynwood 9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Merrimac 9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Nokomis 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Tamarac 9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Tecumseh 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Waverly 9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.
Wenonah  9:15 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.

Secondary Schools - Grades 6-8
Sagamore Middle** 8:10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Samoset Middle** 8:10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m
Seneca Middle** 8:10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
Sequoya Middle** 8:10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.

Secondary Schools - Grades 9-12
Sachem High School East* 7:20 a.m. to 1:40 p.m.
Sachem High School North* 7:20 a.m. to 1:40 p.m.

* Ninth period will end at 2:27 p.m. for selected students. 
Athletics will begin at 2:30 p.m.

** Zero period in the middle schools is 7:25 a.m. - 8:08 a.m. 
for the students involved in the 6th and 7th grade performing 
groups and select course offerings.

District Map
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Cayuga Elementary School (2)
865 Hawkins Ave., Lake Grove 11755-3217

Principal:  Matthew Wells (Grades K-5)
Email:  mwells@sachem.edu   Fax:  467-2486

General Office ............................................................................................471-1800
Nurse..........................................................................................................471-1804

Chippewa Elementary School (8)
31 Morris Ave., Holtsville 11742-1434
Principal:  Patricia Pontius (Grades K-5)

Email:  ppontius@sachem.edu   Fax:  696-8645
General Office ............................................................................................696-8640
Nurse..........................................................................................................696-8644

Gatelot Elementary School (5)
65 Gatelot Ave., Lake Ronkonkoma 11779-2391

Principal:  Denise Kleinman (Grades K-5)
Email:  dkleinman@sachem.edu   Fax:  467-2459

General Office ............................................................................................471-1810
Nurse..........................................................................................................471-1814

Grundy Avenue Elementary School (17)
950 Grundy Ave., Holbrook 11741-2612
Principal:  Constance Hayes (Grades K-5)

Email:  chayes@sachem.edu  Fax:  467-3867
General Office ............................................................................................471-1820
Nurse..........................................................................................................471-1824

Hiawatha Elementary School (12)
97 Patchogue-Holbrook Rd., Lake Ronkonkoma 11779-5799

Principal:  Dr. Anthony Mauro  (Grades K-5)
Email:  amauro3@sachem.edu  Fax:  467-3861

General Office ............................................................................................471-1830
Nurse..........................................................................................................471-1834

Lynwood Elementary School (7)
50 Lynwood Ave., Farmingville 11738-1977

Principal:  Carol Ribner (Grades K-5)
Email: cribner@sachem.edu   Fax:  736-9478

General Office.............................................................................................696-8650
Nurse..........................................................................................................696-8654

Merrimac Elementary School (16)
1090 Broadway Ave., Holbrook 11741-5402

Principal:  Maribeth Olsen (Grades K-5)
Email:  molsen@sachem.edu   Fax:  563-3369

General Office.............................................................................................244-5670
Nurse..........................................................................................................244-5674

Samoset Middle School (4)
51 School St., Lake Ronkonkoma 11779-2299

Principal:  Mary Cavanaugh (Grades 6-8)
Email:  mcavanaugh@sachem.edu   Fax:  471-8997

General Office ............................................................................................471-1700
Attendance Office........................................................................................471-1788
Guidance Office ..........................................................................................471-1737
Nurse..........................................................................................................471-1720
Phys. Ed ....................................................................Boys 471-1774/Girls 471-1775

Seneca Middle School (14)
850 Main St., Holbrook 11741-1691

Principal:  Gemma Salvia (Grades 6-8)
Email:  gsalvia@sachem.edu   Fax:  471-1849

General Office ............................................................................................471-1850
Attendance Office........................................................................................471-1861
Guidance Office ..........................................................................................471-1855
Nurse..........................................................................................................471-1862

Sequoya Middle School (19)
750 Waverly Ave., Holtsville 11742-1099

Principal:  Frank Panasci (Grades 6-8)
Email:  fpanasci@sachem.edu    Fax:  207-7115

General Office ............................................................................................207-7100
Attendance Office........................................................................................207-7110
Guidance Office ..........................................................................................207-7105
Nurse..........................................................................................................207-7109

Sachem High School East (18)
177 Granny Rd., Farmingville 11738

Principal:  Rory Manning (Grades 9-12)
Email: rmanning@sachem.edu   Fax:  716-8208

General Office ............................................................................................716-8200
Attendance Office........................................................................................716-8240
Guidance Office ..........................................................................................716-8290
Dean’s Office ..............................................................................................716-8288
Nurse..........................................................................................................716-8226

Sachem High School North (3)
212 Smith Rd, Lake Ronkonkoma 11779-2299

Principal:  James Nolan (Grades 9-12)
Email:  jnolan@sachem.edu   Fax:  471-1408

General Office ............................................................................................471-1400
Attendance Office........................................................................................471-1426
Guidance Office ..........................................................................................471-1435
Library ......................................................................................................471-1488
Nurse..........................................................................................................471-1432
Phys. Ed ....................................................................Boys 471-1399/Girls 471-1499
WSHR Radio................................................................................................471-1472

Nokomis Elementary School (11)
151 Holbrook Rd., Holbrook 11741-1342

Principal:  Gloria Flynn (Grades K-5)
Email:  gflynn@sachem.edu   Fax:  467-3894

General Office ............................................................................................471-1840
Nurse..........................................................................................................471-1844

Tamarac Elementary School (15)
50 Spence Ave., Holtsville 11742-1999

Principal:  Dr. Cheryl Scheidet (Grades K-5)
Email:  cscheidet@sachem.edu   Fax:  244-5685

General Office.............................................................................................244-5680
Nurse..........................................................................................................244-5684

Tecumseh Elementary School (6)
179 Granny Rd., Farmingville 11738-2321

Principal:  Robert Neufeld (Grades K-5)
Email:  rneufeld@sachem.edu   Fax:  736-9479

General Office ............................................................................................696-8660
Nurse..........................................................................................................696-8664

Waverly Avenue Elementary School (10)
1111 Waverly Ave., Holtsville 11742-1014

Principal:  Susan Greiner (Grades K-5)
Email:  sgreiner@sachem.edu   Fax:  475-3970

General Office.............................................................................................654-8690
Nurse..........................................................................................................654-8695

Wenonah Elementary School (1)
251 Hudson Ave., Lake Grove 11755-2514
Principal:  Christine DiPaola (Grades K-5)

Email:  cdipaola@sachem.edu   Fax:  471-1886
General Office ............................................................................................471-1880
Nurse..........................................................................................................471-1884

Sagamore Middle School (9)
57 Division St., Holtsville 11742-1099
Principal:  Steve Siciliano (Grades 6-8)

Email:  ssiciliano@sachem.edu   Fax:  696-8620
General Office ............................................................................................696-8600
Attendance Office........................................................................................696-8612
Guidance Office ..........................................................................................696-8604
Nurse..........................................................................................................696-8611

Note:  Number in ( ) corresponds to school
as numbered on District Map on page 6.

School Directory
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Registration of Students
Registration will take place on a walk-in basis at the Central Registration
Office. Please call (631) 471-7861 for the times and location. Any child
residing within the school district with his/her parent(s) or legal guardian(s),
who will become five years of age on or before December 1, is eligible to
apply for admission to kindergarten for September of the same year. In
applying for admission to the Sachem Central School District, a parent or
legal guardian must produce an original birth certificate, proof of
immunizations, as well as required proof of residency within the Sachem
boundaries.

The Department of Health and the State Education Department have issued
stringent requirements with regard to the immunization of students entering
and attending school. The district requires a certificate from your family
doctor or Health Care Center providing such information. Evidence of
immunization for diphtheria, polio, measles, rubella (German measles) and
mumps must be provided for each student. Students born after 1/1/93 must
have the hepatitis B series. If your child was born on or after 1/1/98 one
dose of varicella is required. A Tdap booster is also required for any student
entering 6th grade on or after September 1, 2008 who is 11 years of age or
older on September 1. Those students who reach their 11th birthday during
the year are required to get the immunization at that time. No pupil may
enter or continue in attendance until the district receives proof of the
required immunizations or evidence from a medical doctor that required
immunizations are in the process of being administered. 

School Procedures
All visitors to the school must use the main entrance and sign in with the main
office.  All side doors are kept locked and should never be used.  Children
are instructed never to open these doors to anyone.  (Loiterers or trespassers
are subject to arrest - Sec. 240.35 B. Division 5 N.Y. State Penal Law.)

All children being picked up during school hours must be picked up and
signed out in the main office.  Sick children may either be picked up and
signed out at the nurse’s office or the main office.  Do not enter, exit or park
your car in the bus area while buses are picking up or discharging students.
Do not park in fire zones.  On public roads, as well as in school driveways
and parking lots, it is against the law to pass a school bus with its red lights
flashing which signals students are being picked up or getting off the bus.

When any group uses the school building for a meeting or event, a member
of that group should remain at the entrance to open the door for members
and make sure that the door is properly closed.  No child should be left at a
school for any function until parents are certain that there is an administrator
or chaperone present.

Sachem Board of Education Attendance Policy
The Board of Education recognizes that regular school attendance is a major
component of academic success.  Through implementation of this policy, the
Board expects to reduce the current level of unexcused (illegal) absences,
tardiness and early departures (referred to in this policy as unexcused
ATEDs); encourage full attendance by all students; maintain an adequate
attendance record keeping system; identify patterns of student attendance;
and develop effective intervention strategies to improve school attendance.

Excused and Unexcused Absences
■ Excused ATEDs are defined as absences, tardiness and early departures

from class or school when they are due to personal illness, death in the
family, religious observance/obligations, quarantine, required court
appearances, medical appointments, approved college visits, approved
cooperative work programs, military obligations, family emergencies,
or such other reasons as may be approved by the superintendent or
his designee.

■ Absences, tardiness and early dismissals are unexcused (illegal) ATEDs
when they do not meet the above criteria.

■ All absences must be accounted for.  It is the parents’/guardians’
responsibility to notify the appropriate school office on the day of
occurrence of the absence and to provide a written excuse upon the
student’s return to school.

Disciplinary Consequences
■ Unexcused ATEDs will result in disciplinary action consistent with the

district’s code of conduct.  Those penalties may include, for example,
detention or suspension.  Students may also be denied the privilege of
participating in or attending extracurricular events.

Attendance/Grade Policy and Denial of Credit
■ The Board of Education recognizes an important relationship between

class attendance and student performance.  Students are expected to
attend all scheduled classes.  Consistent with the importance of

classroom participation, unexcused ATEDs may adversely affect a
student’s class participation grade for the marking period.

■ For high school-level courses, more than nine (9) absences (five (5) for
alternate day courses) in a semester will result in the denial of credit.
However, students with properly excused absences may make up the
work in a timely manner and those absences will not count toward the
minimum attendance standard.

■ An unexcused tardy to class of 15 minutes or more shall be considered
for the purpose of this policy an unexcused absence.

Health Services
A school nurse is assigned to each school building. In addition to the required
physical exam necessary for kindergarten children and new entrants to the
district, students in grades 2, 4, 7 and 10 are required to have a physical
exam done by a private physician or by the school physician. Private exams
should be turned in by October 1 of the school year. At various grade levels
during the year, children will be screened for vision, hearing and scoliosis. 

If follow-up screening is deemed necessary, parents will be notified so that
the proper arrangements can be made with a primary care physician or other
appropriate specialists for diagnosis and possible treatment. 

EMERGENCY NOTIFICATION
Parents and guardians must keep the school office advised of any change of
home and business emergency telephone numbers, including unlisted
numbers, so that they may be contacted in the event a student is injured or
becomes ill in school.  Parents must make contingency arrangements with a
neighbor in order to provide a place where the child may go in the event of
an early dismissal or emergency.

MEDICAL PROBLEMS
The school nurse should be kept informed of any health problems or concerns
regarding a child’s health. This should include vision and hearing difficulties.
Any child who requires medication during the school day must have a
physician’s written approval and parental consent on file in the nurse’s office.
Children may not carry prescription or non-prescription drugs on school
property other than an inhaler that is used for asthma or an EpiPen if a child
has a severe allergy. All other medications must be kept under the auspices
of the school nurse.
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Breakfast/Lunch Program
All district schools have student cafeterias.  Breakfast and lunch are provided
for all students at a nominal cost.  Milk, other beverages and assorted
snacks are available for students who bring lunches prepared at home.  A
registered dietitian and trained staff are responsible for the planning and
preparation of the district’s breakfast/lunch program.

Sachem participates in the National School Breakfast and Lunch Program
which includes provisions for free or reduced-price meals for eligible
students.  An approved application form for the current year must be on file
at your child’s school for this purpose.  Forms and eligibility information for
the program are available in each school and at the Food Service Office
(471-1353) throughout the school year.

Prior to the start of each new month, the district issues the school lunch
menu, detailing each day’s breakfast and lunch meal offerings in the school
cafeterias.  On the reverse side of the menu is a listing of school activities
for the month also accessed on our website.  All students utilize an 
account for purchases.  Prepayment to the E-Z meal account is accepted in
all schools.

Bus Safety Rules for Students 
(Please review these with your children)
• Be careful when you walk to and from the bus stop.  Look both ways for
cars before crossing the street.  • Be at your bus stop on time.  Stay away
from the road.  • Wait for the bus in an orderly manner.  • Use the handrail
when getting on or off the bus.  Don’t push or shove.  • Take your seat
quickly. • Be a good passenger. Follow the bus driver’s instructions.  • Sit
quietly.  Don’t shout or throw things while on the bus.  • Keep the aisle clear
of books, lunch boxes, etc. • When approaching or leaving your bus, if you
must cross the street, always cross at least ten feet in front of the bus where
the driver can see you and you can see the driver.  • If you drop something
getting on or off the bus, tell the driver before you pick it up.

Instructional Program
All Sachem schools provide a complete program of instruction as mandated
and recommended by the New York State Education Department as well as
additional programs which originate at the local level.  Over 90% of Sachem
students continue on to higher education at two- and four-year colleges and
other vocational institutions.  Sachem students receive instruction in reading,

writing, spelling, mathematics, English, social studies, science, health, safety,
foreign language, home economics, technology, business, art, physical
education and music.  All schools offer remedial programs in reading and
mathematics as well as special opportunities for the gifted student.

Given the variety and number of courses offered in the Sachem
comprehensive high school program, the district’s guidance office publishes
a guidance handbook which provides course and academic information 
for students and their parents.  Any questions about courses, electives,
sequences, transfer credit, or graduation requirements should be addressed
to Mona Hecht, Administrative Assistant for Guidance, Samoset Middle
School, 51 School Street, Lake Ronkonkoma, NY 11779.

A special gifted and talented program (G.A.T.E.) is offered in grades 3-5 in
the elementary schools and grade 6 in the middle schools.  In the middle
schools, grades 7-8, honors and accelerated courses offer challenges to the
gifted student.  While at the high school level, honors courses, accelerated
courses, and advanced placement courses are available to the students.
Acceptance into these programs is based upon specific criteria which can be
obtained from the building principals.

Graduation Requirements
To earn a Regents diploma, students must complete 22 units of school credit
and pass Regents examinations in the following areas:  English, Math A or
Integrated Algebra, Global History, U.S. History and Science.  Students who
earn a Regents diploma and achieve an average of 90 percent on the
required Regents examinations will be eligible for a Regents diploma 
with honors.  

In addition to the five required Regents examinations, students earning a
Regents diploma with advanced designation are required to pass Math B or
Geometry and Algebra II/Trigonometry, an additional science (one Regents
must include Living Environment), and a foreign language exam.  Students
acquiring five units of credit in art, music, business, technology or
occupational ed may be exempt from the foreign language exam.  Students
who earn a Regents diploma with advanced designation and achieve an
average of 90 percent on the designated Regents examinations will be
eligible for an advanced Regents diploma with honors.

Course Weighting and Class Ranking
Course Weighting Policy for Students Graduating Prior to June
2010: The weighted average is computed from the following formula and
is used to determine the student’s class rank:
• Advanced Placement courses are weighted 1.25%
• Honors courses are weighted 1.2%
• Regents and regular courses are weighted 1.1%
• Non-Regents and general courses are unweighted

The weighted rank constitutes Sachem’s official class rank.  This weighting
appears only in the total weighted average and rank shown on the bottom
of the transcript and not in the grades listed for each individual course.  The
unweighted average is derived from all grades with the exception of the
physical education and honors/pass/fail courses.

Course Weighting Policy for Students Graduating in June 2010
and thereafter:
• Advanced Placement courses are weighted 1.1%
• Honors courses are weighted 1.05%
• College level academic courses are weighted 1.05%
• Regents and general courses are unweighted

The weighted rank constitutes Sachem’s official class rank.  This weighting
appears only in the total weighted average and rank shown on the bottom
of the transcript and not in the grades listed for each individual course.  The
weighted average includes only courses taken in the five academic areas:
English, social studies, math, science and Languages Other than English.  The
unweighted average is derived from all grades listed on the transcript with
the exception of pass/fail courses.

Continued on page 14
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