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WAVERLY AVENUE STUDENTS 
GIVE TO THE HOMELESS

Every year, Waverly Avenue students work on a project for
needy families in the local area. Our students make a Valentine
Day Box for children who are in homeless shelters.  Each child
wraps a shoebox with Valentine paper and fills it with items
suitable for a child of his/her gender and age.  The box must
include a reading book, and other items like pencils, pens
crayons, stickers, a journal, snacks and a juice box.  A hand
written note is enclosed in the box as well.  This year we dis-
tributed 663 boxes.

This project was started many years ago by two fifth grade
teachers, Mrs. McNair and Mrs. Hart and has been growing
ever since.  Sachem facilities and volunteers help to get the
boxes distributed to six homeless shelters on Long Island.  In
addition to helping these children, it is also an opportunity to
teach our children that serving the community is a vital part of
their education.

SSaacchheemm’’ss BBeesstt
CAYUGA FOURTH GRADER WINS

ESSAY CONTEST, VISIT FROM LI DUCKS
On January 28, Cayuga Elementary School in the Sachem

School District welcomed some very special guests to con-
gratulate award-winning student Stephen Florio. As the fourth
and final winner of the “Take a Duck to Class Essay Contest,”
sponsored by the Long Island Ducks and TD Bank, Stephen
was awarded an assembly for all of his fourth-grade class-
mates featuring Long Island Ducks All-Star infielder Ray
Navarrete and mascot QuackerJack.

Stephen’s winning submission was based on the theme,
“Why My Community is Important to Me.” He read part of his
essay aloud to the crowd, and the entire auditorium cheered as
Kerry Baardson, Manager of the Lake Grove branch of TD
Bank, presented Stephen with a $50 Visa gift card.

After the assembly ended, Cayuga Principal Matthew Wells
led Ray Navarrete and QuackerJack back to Stephen’s fourth-
grade classroom, where they signed autographs and took pic-
tures with Stephen and his classmates. Ms. Baardson also
brought gift bags from TD Bank for the class. 

L-R) Cayuga Principal Matthew Wells, Stephen’s mother Anne
Florio, TD Bank Branch Manager Kerry Baardson, Long Island
Ducks MVP Ray Navarrete and QuakerJack congratulate
essay contest winner Stephen Florio (center).

SACHEM HIGH SCHOOL NORTH
APPLAUDS MID-YEAR

GRADUATES
On February 4, Sachem High School North cele-

brated the achievements of fifteen mid-year gradu-
ates. Graduates and their families were invited to a
reception in the High School North cafeteria, where
Interim Principal Joseph Buderman presented the
diplomas to the graduates.
The building’s string quartet
provided music and refresh-
ments were served.  

Pictured here are Sachem
administrators with gradu-
ates Sarah Cavanaugh,
Andre Costa, Stephanie
Cueva, Joseph Farrell,
Samantha  Feldmann, Delmy
Galdamez, Ozgur Kocaman,
Justin McCauley, Eric
Santucci, Nicole Sarelakos
and Jeffrey Swagerman.
Also graduating but not in
attendance were Veronica
Cutinella, Nicole Eichenholtz,

Nicole Kolman and Thomas Lathan.  
Congratulations to all of the graduates and their fami-
lies on reaching this milestone achievement. 
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